| Co-operative Housing /
’ Federation of Canada \

L] L]
Y
] | <
CO-OP
) \
g (,O-QPS BR\NG PEOPLE TOGETHER -\

| MEMBERS TAKE PRIDE
IN THEIR HOMES .

MEMBERS HAVE A SAY
N THER HOUSING

RECYCLING

MANY (O-OPS HIRE MANAGERS
TO HANDLE THE DAY-TO-DAY
BUSINESS OF THE (O-OP

Co-ops around the world are involved in work
that reflects the co-op principles. These co-ops

e The Co-op Movement

create social and economic benefits for their
The need continues today. members, workers and the community. As
[ I Co-operatives meet the needs members of your housing co-op, you are tied to

— — — The co-op movement Housing co-ops began in _of people. Co-fotp:ratlves exist this incredible global movement.

T — ] started with a group of R e ST e in every area of the economy.
weavers in England, the There was a need for
Rochdale Pioneers. They safe, affordable housing, = ;) :
were being cheated by and groups of people

0): their I(?cal ShOpkEEPEFI got together to plan, CO-OP C di . h
\ \_IL] [ BN ] so decided to pOOl their develop and eventua"y ” 0-0ps are rooted in Co.mmunltles. T ey
[ _l‘(r a ﬁ H ! rﬁsources and open move into the housing. a are alccour:ltablett;‘) their rpeml:;oers and the

their own store. people who use their services, because

N AT these same people own the co-op.

Co-op Principles:

Open membership

Democratic control

Economic participation
Independence

Co-operative education

Co-operation among co-ops

Concern for community
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Welcome to your co-op.
Your community. Your home.

Housing co-ops are special places.

You may have noticed a few things that make housing co-ops awesome places to live. Like your
neighbours saying hi to you. Or the kids in your co-op playing together outside. Perhaps it is
getting together with your fellow members to make decisions about your housing at members’
meetings. Or knowing that people from all walks of life are welcome, and that your housing is
kept affordable because it is non-profit. Co-ops are different (and, we think, better!) because they
are based on values that put people first and create vibrant, democratic and caring communities.
That's the co-op difference.

These values are called the International Co-op Principles, and they fit all sorts of co-ops
worldwide. As a member of your own housing co-op, you are connected to an incredible global
movement that is built to make people's lives better. Look at how this works for one family.
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Meet Nima. She and her family live
in Clear Skies Housing Co-op.

Living in a housing co-op was what Nima needed when
she started a new chapter in her life.

LIVING IN CLEAR SKIES HAS HELPED MY FAMILY AND ME
TO THRIVE. | HAVE MADE SO MANY (CLOSE FRIENDS
WHO HAVE HELPED ME WITH CHILDCARE WHILE | ATTEND
SCHOOL, AND | FEEL LIKE | HAVE GROWN AS A PERSON
TOO. GETTING TO ATTEND LOCAL EDUCATION EVENTS
AND BEING ON THE BOARD PROVIDED ME WITH PRACTI-
CAL SKILLS. 'M A PART OF A (OMMUNITY THAT HAS
GIVEN ME SO MUCH OPPORTUNITY.

Nima’s mother, Hiba, loves the feeling
of knowing her neighbours. She sits on
the co-op’s Aging in Place committee,
and helped to make the case for install-
ing grab bars in every bathroom.

Her kids, Said and Aisha, have spent most of their childhood
living in Clear Skies and love that they always have a big group of
friends to play with.

MY FAVOURITE PART ABOUT \
LIVING HERE |S THAT WE CAN GO
OUTSIDE AND PLAY WITH OUR
FRIENDS. QUR MOM KNOWS THAT
WE ARE (LOSE BY SO SHE
DOESN'T WORRY ABOUT US.

It's easy to see why Nima and her family love living in a housing co-op. And it's easy to see why
250,000 Canadians also call co-op housing home. Housing co-ops provide opportunities for
everyone who walks through their doors, and will do so for many more years to come.



