Guide to the COVID-19 Emergency By-law

The COVID-19 Emergency By-law provides flexibility for Ontario co-ops in conducting effective members’ meetings during the pandemic.
This emergency by-law coincides with the temporary provisions of the Co-operative Corporations Act - Sections 188 to 190 and the companion schedule.
CHF Canada and the Co-operative Housing Federation of Toronto (CHFT) have jointly prepared this temporary by-law. It is posted in the Ontario resource section on CHF Canada’s website (https://chfcanada.coop) and is available free of charge to CHF Canada and CHFT members.

Why pass the COVID-19 Emergency By-law?
The COVID-19 Emergency By-law will make it easier for co-ops to conduct essential business and at the same time comply with public health orders.
 Essential business includes:
· Approving the budget and housing charges
· Confirming the annual audited financial statements
· Appointing the auditor for the next fiscal year
· Passing special capital budgets
· Electing directors to the Board

What does the COVID-19 Emergency By-law change?
· The COVID-19 Emergency By-law will retroactively make legal and effective any decisions made by the co-op after March 17, 2020 that is permitted under this by-law
· It confirms past actions such as budget approvals
· It allows for a wide range of electronic communications to carry out meetings
· It allows voting by mail or email
· It allows for advance budget voting
· It reduces quorum to make sure meetings can take place
· It further reduces quorum for any part of a members’ meeting where ballots are counted and the result announced

How to pass the by-law?
As per other by-laws, the Board must approve the COVID-19 Emergency By-law and then it must be confirmed by two-thirds of members attending a general meeting. This meeting can be held by telephone, computer video or other methods that do not contravene public health orders. Quorum, as defined in your Organizational By-law, must be met for this meeting. The COVID-19 Emergency By-law is to follow your co-op’s by-law numbering conventions.

When does this temporary By-law end?
If this by-law is passed by your co-op, it temporarily supersedes parts of the Organizational By-law, and ends when the temporary provisions of the Co-operative Corporations Act end – 120 days after July 24, 2020.
[bookmark: _GoBack]This COVID-19 Emergency By-law can be used beyond November 21, 2020 only if the temporary provisions of the CCA are extended by the Ontario government.
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